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Mong the many Schemes that of 
late Years have been projected 
for the Authority of the Prince, 
and the Allegiance of the Sub- 

| " Jet, none has obtain'd more, 
and has had leſs Reaſon on its ſide; than 

the Doctrine of Poſſeſſion. What Hypo- 
theſis this Doctrine has been introduc'd to 
ſerve, twould be needleſs to enquire, as tis 
difficult to reſolve : But the Right of the 

People, Male Adminiſtration, Conqueſt, 

+ and even Abdication it ſelf, ſeem to have 

re ſign d to its ſuperior Reaſon. And this 

has had the greater weight with Engliſh- 
men, as offer d to em, upon pretence, and 
under colour of being the Engliſh Conſttu- 
tion : And tho', at firſt bearing, it ſounds 
ſomewhat harſh, and jarrs upon common 

Senſe, that bare Poſſeſſion ſhould confer 
a Right; yet when People have had it in- 
culcated upon them, in the prevailing Lan- 
guage, of being the Law of the m—_ 
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and general Practicè from the Time of the 
Conqueſt ; no wonder that Opinion has been 
ſo much favour'd by ſome, and ſubmitted 
to by others ; when, by the Conſent of All, 
the Right of the Prince to govern, and the 
Obligation upon the Subject to obey, varies 
according to the Variety of Conſtitutions. 

_ Certainly there cannot be a plainer De- 
monſtration of the Nature of the Engliſh 
Monarchy to be hereditary and ſucceſſive, 
than the Claims and Pretences of the ſeveral 
Kings ſince the Conqueſt. 

Whatever the Mer were, That Right 
was always pretended, which . certainly 
needed not have been, if Poſſeſſion alone 
had been the Engliſh Conſtitution. And 
how vain and ineffectual are all the Recog- 
mions and Settlements in the World, if they 
are to be diſavow'd and overturn'd, and 
our Obligations to em cancelld, by the Suc- 
ceſs of a bold Invader, or a proſperous trium- 
phant Rebel? 

Our Crown ſtands limited to the Pro- 
teſtant Heirs of the Princeſs Sophia, and 
that wiſe Eſtabliſhment has happily taken 
effect, in the Perſon of his preſent Majeſty, 


and we are ſworn to defend and maintain 


the ſaid Succeſſion againſt all Men. Now 
I would fain know, in caſe any other Perſon, 
by any illegal Methods, fhould get into the 
Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe of the Regal Power, 


Whether © 


PREEBF AGE 


Whether our Oaths to this Illuſtrious Family 
would then loſe their binding Power upon 
the Subject? Should any Man ſay they 


Would, I refer him to the Declaration of 
- the 14 Biſhops, made in the Time of the 
late Rebellion, for Satisfaction in that Point. 
If be ſays they would not, I demand, where 


then is the Doctrine of Poſſeſſion, and the 
Authority of a King de facto? 

In ſhort, this Principle deſtroys all Diſ- 
tinction between Right and Uſurpation, and 
makes Athaliah, Abſalom, and Maſlanello 
as Jawful Princes as Joaſh, David, or So- 
lomon. It makes the Duty of Allegiance 
a moveable and temporary thing, ſo that 
tho” we have ſworn it to one King, we may 
turn Subjects to him that uſurps his Throne; 
like the Gentleman's Spaniel, that followed 


the Thief, who knock'd down his Maſter, 


and rode away with his Horſe. The Deſign 


of this Treatiſe therefore is to furniſh out a 
plaiz Hiſtorical Account of the Succeſſion of 
our Princes, as recorded in our beſt and moſt 
approv'd Hiſtorians. It has been my Buſi- 
neſs to collect their ſeveral Titles and Pre- 
tenſions, as I found them diſpersd, and 
blenaed with a Variety of other Matter in 
our voluminous Hiſtories, the better to aſſiſt 
the Reader's Memory ; and that, no other 


. Subject intervening to draw off his Atten- 


tion, 


tion, he might the more readily form his 
Judgment from the whole. For it is to c 
confus'd cr ſuperficial Knowledge of this 
Part of our Engliſh Hiſtory, we may im- 
pute thoſe Swarms of wild and abſurd 


| Opinions in relation to our Couſtitution. 4 
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AN 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. 


ERAELASNILLIANM I. commonly called the Miliam I. 


5 3 (ER 8 Conqueror, was natural Son of 1966. 
W 9 5 Robert, the 6th Duke of Nor- 
5 N 55 mandy, by Arlotta, a Skinner's 
44 ages 559 ger? of Ela _ he 
was about ten Years o ö 
his Father declar'd him his Succeſſor, — 
caus d the Nobility and Gentry of Normandy 
to ſwear Fealty to him. He laid claim to the 


2 


Crovyn of England, under pretence of a Grant 


from Edward the Confeſſor, and a Promiſe 
from Harold, who notwithſtanding uſurp'd the 
Throne himſelf : But Harold being ſlain in 
Battle, and Edgar Ethling, the undoubted 
Heir to the Crown, without Compulſion 
transferring his Right to the Duke, and toge- 
ther with the Lords and Commons requeſting 
him to accept the Crown, and ſwearing Alle- 
giance to him; this Prince's Right to the 


Crown became indiſ putable. 


? 


WIIILIIAM II. commonly called William Willian II. 
Rufus, ſecond Son of William I. claim'd the 108). 


Crown by virtue of his — s Will, and was 
crown d 
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Henry J. 


1100. 


Stephen, 
1135. 


An FHiſtorical Accoumt 


crown d yoo the Conſent of moſt of the 
Biſhops and Lay Nobility. He dying with- 
out Iflue, was ſucceeded by his youngeſt Bro- 
ther, Henry 1. | 


HENRY I. was the 3d Son of Tilliam I. 
His Pretenſions to the Crown were, that he 
was born while his Father was King of Eng- 
land; whereas Robert, his eldeſt Brother, was 
born while their Father was but Duke of 
Normandy. Robert nevertheleſs conteſting the 
Title, they came to the following Agreement, 
viz. I. That Henry ſhould enjoy the Crown 
during Life, paying to Robert yearly three 
thouſand Marks. 2. That Henry ſhould reſtore 
to Robert all he had poſleſs'd himſelf of in Nor- 
mandy. Laſtly, that if either of them died 
without Iſſue, the Survivor ſhould inherit both 
England and Normandy. And to the due Per- 
formance of theſe Articles, twelve of the princi- 
pal Nobility on each fide were ſolemnly ſworn. 
From this time, 1t muſt be granted, that King 
Henry had an unqueſtionable Right. 

Robert died in the Life-time of King Henry, 
and left no Iſſue behind him. 


To Henry ſucceeded 8SrEDREN, Earl of 
Boloign, who was Son of Adela, fourth Siſter of 
Henry I. He having long reſided in his Uncle 
Henry's Court, and by his perſonal Merit and 
engaging Behaviour gain'd a conſiderable Inte- 
reſt among the Clergy and Nobility ; and be- 
ing allo poſſeſs d of many Lands and Honours 
in England, took advantage of his Couſin the 
Empreſs Mand's Abſence (who was the only 


Daughter of King Henry) and ſuddenly uſurp'd 


the 


of the Engliſh Succeſſion. 


the Throne. The Empreſs coming over, ſe- 
veral Battles were fought between them with 
various Succeſs, till the contending Parties 
came to this Agreement, viz. That Stephen 
ſhould enjoy the Crown during his Lite ; and 
that then Henry, the Son of the Empreſs, ſhould 
ſucceed him. By this Agreement Stephen may 
be ſaid ro have obtaind a legal Title, and in 
purſuance thereof was ſucceeded by Henry II, 
altho* Stephen left a Son behind him. 


HENRY II. was Son of the Empreſs Maud, 
and Grandſon of Henry I. So that his Title 
can admit of no Diſpute. 


RicHaRp being eldeſt Son of Henry II. his 
Right was equally good. 


Jo nn, the youngeſt Son of Henry II. making 
himſelf Maſter of his Brother Richard's Trea- 
ſure, and taking advantage of his Nephew Ar- 
thur's Minority and Abſence, mounted the 
Throne, not pretending to any other Title 
than the Election of the People: For Prince 
Arthur was univerſally acknowledg'd to be the 
Son of Geoffry, his elder Brother; and as ſuch 
ſucceeded to ſeveral Provinces in France, who 
declared they could not underſtand, how a 
younger Brother ſhould take before an elder 
Brother's Son. And indeed the Clergy and 
Nobility of England, when they came to con- 
ſider what they had done, and finding the King 
they had ſet up not to anſwer their Expecta- 
tions, would gladly have exchang'd : But John 
having the good Fortune to take his Nephew 
Arthur Priſoner, who 7 in Priſon (whether 


by 
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Henry II, 
1154, 


Richard I. 
1189. 


John. 


1199. 
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by a natural or violent Death is uncertain) 


they were then without Remedy. Inexpreſ- 


Henry III. 
1216. 


Edward IJ. 


1272. 


Edward II. 


1307. 
Edward III. 
1327. 


Richard II. 


1377. 


Henty IV. 
1399. 


ſible were the Diſtreſſes and Calamities that 
befel both Prince and People in this unhappy 
Reign : However, upon the Death of Prince 


Arthur, King Johns Right became unqueſ- 


tionable to whom ſucceeded 
HENRY III. eldeſt Son of King John. 
Ep w AR I. eldeſt Son of Henry III. 
E DW ARD II. eldeſt Son of Edward I. 
EDw ARD III. eldeſt Son of Edward II. 
Ricnan II. eldeſt Son of Eduard the 
Black Prince, who was eldeſt Son of Edward III. 


So that the Title of theſe five laſt can admit 
of no diſpute. To theſe ſucceeded | 


HENRY IV. the firſt Monarch of the Houſe 
of Lancaſter. He was Son of John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaſter, the 4th Son of Edward III. 


It may not be unuſeful here to obſerve by what 


Steps he aſcended the Throne. Soon after 
his Father's Death, King Richard, jealous of 
the growing Power and — of ſo near a 
Relation, upon ſome pretence baniſh'd him 
the Kingdom, and ſeiz'd his vaſt Eſtate : Hen- 
ry waiting a favourable Opportunity, and ob- 
ſerving the King's ill Management, and the 
Diſcontents of the People, procur' d himſelf to 
be invited over by ſome of the Nobility and 
Gentry. Accordingly he landed in Torkſhire 
with an inconſiderable Number, laying no 


Claim 
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of the Engliſh Succeſſion. 
Claim to the Crown at firſt, but gave our, 
that he came only to regain his Dukedom of 
Lancaſter, and the reſt of his Inheritance, which 
the Nation knowing to be unjuſtly detain'd 
from him, he implor'd their Aſſiſtance. The 
People, ever fond of Change, joined him from 
all Parts of the Kingdom ; and King Richard 
being detained in Feland by contrary Winds, 
at his Arrival found moſt of his Forces diſ- 
banded, his ſtrong Places ſurrender'd, and Lon- 
don it ſelf in the hands of Henry Whereupon 
giving all for loſt, he left the little Army he 
had, and unfortunately fell into the hands of 
his Enemies. Duke Henn immediately cauſed 
a Parliament to be ſummoned in King Richard's 
Name, wherein he procur'd him to be ſolemn- 
ly depos'd, and compell'd the miſerable King 
to ſign an Inſtrument, whereby he reſign'd his 
Crown. Henry hereupon riſing from his Seat, 
laid claim to the vagant Throne, as lineally 
deſcended from Edward III. which tho' true, 


it was by a younger Branch: For beſides King 


Richard then living, there was the Earl of 
March before him, who was deſcended from 
Lionel Duke of Clarence, the 3d Son of Ed- 
ward III. while himſelf deſcended from John 
of Gaunt, the 4th Son. However, he was 
generally recogniz d, and happy the People 
thought themſelves for a while in the Change 
of their Princes. The Parliament too, in com- 
pliance with their new Lord, entail'd the 
Crown upon him and his Poſterity, to the 
Excluſion of all others. But the Year was 
hardly gone about, before a deep Conſpiracy 
of ſeveral of the principal Nobility was ſet on 
foot for reſtoring King Richard ; and the _—_ 
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of Huntington in a Speech declared: That King 
Henry, by violently invading, and fraudulently 
mounting the Throne of his ſole Sovereign, was both 
a Tyrant and Uſurper, aud ſuch a one as it was 
lawful for any Man by any means to deſtroy, with- 
out reſpect to his good or evil Qualifications ; ſince 
it was lawful for no Man, under his Pretences, to 
aſſume Sovereign Power. Therefore the Examples 
of the beſt Commonzealths did not only permit ſuch 
an Action, but alſo honour d the Actors with Sta- 
tues aud Titles, and rewarded them with the Wealth 
and Riches of the ſuppreſſed Tyrant. This Con- 
ſpiracy was by a very odd Accident difco- 
vered, juſt as it was to have taken effect; and 
now King Richard's Death ſeem'd neceſſary to 


make the preſent Poſſeſſor fit caſy on the 


Throne. He wasorder'd therefore to be hur- 
ried about from one Place to another, as well 
to defeat any Contrivances that might be ſet 
on foot for his Reſcue, as that the People 
might be kept in ignorance how he came by 
his End. However, it is generally thought 
he died a violent Death, but in what manner 
our Hiſtorians are not agreed. His Body, at- 
ter he was dead, was wrapt in Lead, and 
brought up to St. Paul's, where the Face was 
three Days expos'd to publick View, and then 
obſcurely interr'd at Langley in Hertford hire. 
And Henry, to divert the Eyes of the People 
from this Tragedy, made an Incurſion into 
Scotland ; but notwithſtanding all his Manage- 
ment, innnmerable Troubles and Conſpiracies 
attended his ſhort Reign, tho' he made a ſhift 
to leave the Crown he had thus acquir'd to 
his Son. 


HENRV 


DC dab 8 


of the Engliſh Succeſſion. 
HENRY V. deriving what Title he had 
from his Father Henry IV. and having reign'd 
about nine Years, and made a Conqueſt of the 
moſt conſiderable Part of France, he left his 

large Acquiſitions to his Son Henry VI. 


HENRY VI. an Infant of 9 Months old, 

- ſucceeded ; and ſuch were the Diviſions and 

| Diſtractions in his Court during his Minority, 

and afterwards, that he loſt all that his Father 

and Grandfather had gain'd in France and Eng- 

land, and made way for Edward Earl of March 
to mount the Throne of his Anceſtors. 


13 
Henry V. 
1413. 


Henry VI. 
1422. 


EDWwARD was Son of Richard Duke of Eduard IV. 


York, the Son of Richard Earl of Cambridge and 
Anne his Wife, who was Daughter of Roger 


Earl of March, the Son of Edmund Mortimer 


and Philippa his Wife, who was Daughter of 
Lionel, the 3d Son of Edward III. Edward's 
Title appearing thus indiſputable, and his 
: Youth and other amiable Qualifications ren- 


dering him the Darling of the People, he 


aſcended the Throne with the Conſent both of 
9 Lords and Commons, and the univerſal Accla- 


mations of the Multitude. At his Death he 
left two Sons, 


E DW ARD V. and Richard Duke of Dok, 
both Infants; the one twelve, and the other 
about nine Years old. Their Uncle Richard, 
Duke of Glouceſter (ſometimes call'd Crook- 

bach d Richard) ſhut them up in the Tower, and 
himſelf uſurp'd the Throne. 


RICHARD 


1461. 


Edward V. 
1483. 


Richard III. 
1483. 


An Hiſtorical Account 

RICHARD, Duke of Glouceſter, was the 
8th and youngeſt Son of Richard, Duke of 
York. To give {ome colour to his Uſurpation, 
he alledg'd, That his two Nephews, Edward 
and Richard, were illegitimate, and that him- 
ſelt was the only undoubted Heir of the 
Houſe of Tok ; and this he procur'd ſome 
celebrated Preachers to inſiſt upon in their 
Diſcourſes at St. Pauls, and elſewhere. By 
ſuch means, and by the Aſſiſtance of the Duke 


of Buckingham, and the Lord Mayor of London, 


he procur'd himſelt to be generally recogniz'd. 
He did ſome popular Acts alſo at the Begin- 
ning of his Reign, to gain the Affections of 
the People; but fill not thinking himſelf 
citabliſh'd while his Nephews were in the way, 
he proceeded. to thoſe unnatural Murders, 
which have render'd his Name odious to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages. There yet remain'd the Lady 


_ Elizabeth, whom her Mother and ſome of the 


principal Nobility propos'd to give in Mar- 


riage to Henry Earl of Richmond, and invite 


him over to accept the Crown, and rid them 
from this inhuman Tyrant. But the Earl's 
Fleet being diſpers'd as he was coming over, 
King Richard called a Parliament, wherein 
the Earl of Richinond and his Adherents were 
declared Enemics to the Kingdom, and their 


. Eſtates confiſcated : Bat ſtill dreading the 


Conſequences of a Match between the Earl 
and his Niece the Lady Elizabeth, the moſt 
effectual way he could think of to prevent it, 
and ſecure his own Title, he concluded, was 
to make away his preſent Queen, and take her 
himſelf in Marriage. The firſt was ſoon ac- 
Ccompliſh'd ; but before the laſt could be 

eflected, 


% 
4 une our fe Sulbean __ 


1 — — 5 3 
0 £ 2 
— — * 
= 


Ig ©. 05 597 £Ay 


2 
8 


] 
- 0 


4 
x 
. 


' of the Engliſh Succeſſion. I5 
85 effected, the Earl of Richmond landed in 
Wales. 
7 Richard obſerving that the Nobility and 
| Gentry daily deſerted him, and conſequently 
that his Competitor daily increaſed in Num- 
bers, he haſten d to engage him. Both Armies 
drew up in the famous Fields of Boſworth near 
Leiceſter, where, after an obſtinate Fight, Ri- 
i c | hard being (lain, the Victory inclin'd to Henry. 


«4 
—o__ 


'> © Herxxr VII. was Son of Edmund, Earl of oy VU. 
Richmond, who was Son of Owen Tudor, and 1485. 
c ; Queen Katherine, the Widow of Henry V. 
c 3 His Mother was Margaret, — of the 
firſt Duke of Somerſet, and Granchild of Join 

1 F of Gaunt, 4th Son of Edward III. 

: So that he had little Pretence to an Herodi- 
* tary Right, but his Marriage with the Lady 


” | Elizabeth, whereby the Houſes of York and 
% Þ} Lancaſter were united, gave a general Satiſ- 
faction, and an End was put to that bloody 
e 1 Conteſt about the Succeſſion, in which thir- 


teen Battles were fought, and an hundred thou- 
ſand Men kill'd in the Space of thirty Years, 


„ among whom were cighty Princes of the Blood. 
- To him ſucceeded his only ſurviving Son. 
ir H xAT VIII. in whoſe Reign the Uſur- Heyy vll. 
. pations of the See of Rome received a con- 1599- 
9 ſiderable Check, and the Foundation of the 
E Reformation was laid. 

>. 
*5 Io him ſucceeded ED ward VI. only Son Edward VI. 
= i ? | of Aeary VIII. who dying without Iſſue, 1547. 
e 
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Elizabeth 
1558. 


p James]. 
1603. 


- Daughter of James V. King of Scotland, who | 
was Son of James IV. and Margaret his Wife, 1 


Charl es 1 
1625. 
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Maxx, the eldeſt Daughter of Henry VIII. 


came to the Crown, who dying alſo without 
Iflue, 


ELizanzr a, her Siſter, youngeſt Daugh- 
ter of Henry VIII. ſucceeded, upon whoſe 


Death the Iſſue of Henry VIII. was extinct ; 


and the Crown devolved upon James VI. King 
of Scotland. 


James I. of England, and VI. of Scotland, 
was Son of Mary Queen of Scots, who flying 
hither from her rebellious Subjects in Scotland, 
was made a Priſoner by Queen Elixaleth, and 
after a long Confinement, was, for ſome Rea- 
ſons of State, at the Inſtance of the Parlia- 
ment of England, put to Death. She was only 


the eldeſt Daughter of Henry VII. and Elixa- 


beth his Wife, the Heireſs of the Houſe of 


Vork. To King James ſucceeded 


CHARLES I. eldeſt Son of King James I. 
a Prince of the ſtricteſt Virtue and moſt con- 
ſummate Wiſdom; which could not however 
ſecure him from a moſt unnatural Rebellion, 
wherein he was taken Priſoner by his Subjects, 
and by the meaneſt of them publickly arraign'd 
and condemn'd as the vileſt Malefactor. In 


the Year 1648, they caus'd him to be be- 


headed at Noon- day, in the ſight of the 
World, before the Gates of his own Palace. 


During this Frenzy of the Nation, his eldeſt 1 


Son Charles was forc'd to remain in Exile, un- 


til the People, having tried every Form of » 


Govern- 
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of the Engliſh Succeſſion. 


Government in Church and State, and wearied 


with daily Revolutions, unanimouſly agreed 


to return to their Allegiance ;; which occa- 
ſfion'd the joyful Reſtoration in the Year 1660. 


With King CHARLES II. the antient Form 


of Government in Church and State was hap- 


pily reſtor d. He continued in the peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of his Dominions until the Year 
1685, when dying without Iſſue, they de- 
ſcended to his Brother James. 


Jau s II. the only ſurviving Son of 
Charles I. He having the Misfortune to be 
driven into Baniſhment, with his Brother, in 


the Time of the Rebellion, was glad to find 


Shelter abroad among Princes of a different 
Religion: And as young People are ever rea- 


dy to imbibe the Principles of thoſe they con- 


verſe with, eſpecially where they lie under 


ſuch Obligations, he ſoon enterrain'd too fa- 


vourable an Opinion of the Religion and Poli- 
ticks of a Government very different from that 


he was to ſucceed to. To this we may juſtly 
attribute thoſe Errors in Goyernment, that 


brought about the Revolution, and occaſion d 
the Loſs of his Dominions in 1688. 
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Chavles II. 
1648. 


IS 


Remarks on Mr. Higden's 
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R. Higden is pleas'd to tell us, that Odo, 
Biſhop of Bayeux and Earl of Kent, 


withdrew his Allegiance from William Rufus, 


becauſe he was not made Prime Miniſter ; 
and that he, with ſome Great Men, who were 
diſcontented allo, form'd a powerful Party 


againſt him, in favour of Robert, Duke of Nor- 


mandy, the elder Brother, whom Odo affirm'd 


had a better Title, and would make a better 


King: That it is the conſtant Practice, when 


People entertain any private Diſguſt, to object 


to their Prince's Title; and from thence would 
infer, that in all thoſe Conteſts about the Suc- 


ceſſion, from the Conqueſt to the Revolution, 


no Regard has been ever had to the Prince's 
Right, but Men were govern'd by private 
Views, and only made uſe of that ſpecious Pre- 
tence of doing Juſtice to a depriv'd or injur'd 
Prince, to gull the common People, and ſtreng- 
then and increaſe their Party. He inſinuates 


further, That it is not material by what Me- 


thods a Prince aſcends the Throne : All Kings 
have equally a Right to the Subjects Allegi- 
ance, when in Poſſeſſion; and he who by 
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. View of the Conflitution. 
Craft or Power can find Means to evict the 
preſent Poſſeſſor, does eo facto obtain a Right 
to our Allegiance againſt all Men, even againſt 
the depoſed Prince, ler his former Right have 


been never ſo clear and unconteſted, and his 


Reign ever ſo mild and unexceptionable. - 
This is what he endeavours to eſtabliſh 


through his whole Book, and poſſibly the bare 


Repetition of fuch Principles may be the moſt 
effectual Confutation. | 1 
But to proceed; it muſt be admitted, that 
the beſt things are often abuſed to the worſt 
Purpoſes; that a pretended Zeal for Religion 
and Juſtice have cover'd the wickedeſt De- 
ſigns : But will it follow from hence, that Re- 
ligion or Juſtice will ever ceaſe to be our Duty? 
Do we tind a Principle prevailing ſteadily 
for the ſpace of fix hundred Years; and in 
fact, that there were not two, of 27 Monarchs 
who reign'd in all that Space, but either real- 
ly had, or pretended to have, an Hereditary 
Right, or came to an Agreement with the 
Perſon who had that Right, to reſign his In- 
tereſt, before he thought himſelf eſtabliſh'd on 
the Throne ? Can we obſerve this, and doabt 
whether there has been ſuch a thing as Here- 


ditary Right ? 


To ſet this Matter in a fuller light, give me 
leave a little to recapitulate. | 
William I. procur'd Edgar Ezbling, the un- 


| doubted Heir, to reſign his Intereſt, and ſwear 


Allegiance to him. 


William II. claim'd by his Father's Will; 


but was not ſettled notwithſtanding, till Mat- 
ters were comprimiz d with his elder Brother 
Robert. 


"CH" Henry 
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Henry J. likewife the other Brother, found 
himſelf oblig'd to come to Terms with Robert, 
the undoubted Heir. FAA 

King Stephen was forc'd to come to an Agree- 
ment with the Empreſs Maud, by which her 
Son ſuceeeded, tho' Stephen left one of his 
Op.. 5 | ; 
King John ſecur'd himſelf by the Murder of 
his Nephew: Arthur. 
Henry IV. under whoſe Title Henry V. and 
VI. claimed, procur'd an Inſtrument of Re- 
ſignacfon from Richard II. | 
__ Richard III. endearour'd to make out his 
own Title, by baſtardizing his elder Brother's 
Sons, whom he afterwards alſo murder'd : 


And finding the Princeſs Elizabeth ſtill in the 


way, he propos'd to have marry'd her, in or- 
der to gain a Title; and this tho' he was 


actually in poſſeſſion of the Regal Power. 


Theſe are all the Princes, during that Period, 
whole Titles were exceptionable ; and theſe 
are but 9 out of 27. So that Numbers are 
not on the fide of the de facto Kings, as has 


been ſo often ſuggeſted. 


And if the Methods theſe Princes took to 
fix themſelves on the Throne, viz. by cutting 
off thoſe who ſtood in their way, or procuring 
the Perſon who was next in Blood to reſign 
his Intereſt, be not a much ſtronger Argu- 
ment of the unanimous Conſent of Prince 
and People during all that Space, that the 
Crown ought of Right to deſcend to the next 
in Blood, than their Uſurpations are to the 
contrary ; I ſubmit to the Reaſon of Mankind, 

But he endeavours to ſtrengthen the Title 


ef theſe Princes, by ſhewing, that when the 


People 
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People had been terrified into a Submiſſion, 
they were compell'd to take Oaths of Alle- 
giance. If this would have eſtabliſ'd their 
Titles, the Lives of the righttul Princes might 
well have been ſpared ; it would have been an 
Act of the greateſt Popularity to have ſaved 
them: But they were conſcious the People 
might one time or other refle& on what they 
had done, and be induc'd to return to their 
Allegiance ; and-therefore thought it beſt to 
make ſure Work. | 

He lays it down 1n very plain Terms, that 
a Prince who is out of Poſſeſſion can have no 
Rights; and yet it was reſolv'd by all the 
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Judges in Sir Henry Fane's Caſe, that tho' Ring Keyline's 


Charles II. was kept out of the Exerciſe of the Pleas of the 
Kingly Office by Rebels and Traytors, yet Crown, f. 13. 


he was King both de facto and de jure, and all 
the Acts done to the keeping of him out were 
High Treaſon. Whereupon Sir Harry Vane 
was condemn d and executed. Which Judg- 
ment remains uncenſur'd by the Learned to 
this very Day. Sir Harry Vane urged indeed, 
that altho* he acted neither under the Autho- 
rity of a King de facto, ora King de jure; yet 
he ated by Commiſſion from thoſe who were 


then the Powers Regnant, under thoſe to whom 


the People had generally ſubmitted and ſworn 
Allegiance : That the Royal Family alſo were 
then abjur'd, and Engagements enter'd into for 
the Extirpation of Monarchy and Epiſcopacy. 
Now if theſe were not the Powers in being, 
who were in poſſeſſion of more Power than 
molt of -our Kings ſince the Conqueſt, and 


| \ who had receiv'd all the Aſſurances from the 
People of their Fidelity, that Subjects could 


give, 
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give, and were univerſally acknowledg'd and 
treated as ſovereign Powers by foreign Princes ; 
what are we to eſteem ſuch? And yet {6 tena- 
cious, it ſeems, were our then Judges, of this 
Doctrine of Hereditary Right, that they would 
not allow any Uſurpation, how firmly ſoever 
ſettled, could invalidate it. 

But this Caſe is ſaid not to be parallel to 
that of Richard II. or any other of our depos'd 
Princes before mention'd, becauſe rhe Name 
of a King was wanting to compleat that U- 
ſurpation in Forty One. This has been often 
very gravely urg'd by Gentlemen of good 
Senſe and Learning, which I am therefore in- 
clin'd to ſubſcribe to ; but muſt obſerve, That 
if this Circumſtance had been thought mate- 
rial in thoſe Days, they need not have wanted 
even that. 

But according to Mr. Higden, and the Ad- 
vocates of his Scheme, who ſay, that Poſſeſ- 
ſion gives a Right. If this be true? it 
muſt be admitted, that if it gives a Right 
to one Man, it will give a Right to ano- 
ther; and if to one Man ſingly, then to any 
Number of Men under what Denomination 
ſoever they think fit to exerciſe their Power. 
And, ſay they, if this were not ſo, there ne- 
ver would have been a State or Common- 

a wealth eſtabliſh'd in the World: So that in 


purſuance of this Aſſertion we muſt conclude, 
that a State or Parliament having aflum'd and 
actually poſſeſs d themſelves of Regal Power, 
have as good a Right to maintain their Poſſeſ- 
fion againſt all Men, as Henry IV. and his 
Deſcendants. 4 
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View of the Conſtitution. 


But is it poſſible, according to theſe No- 
tions, that there ever was, or can be ſuch a 
thing as a Uſurper : For while he is aiming 
and endeavouring after Sovereign Power, the 
World look upon him as a Rebel or Pretender ; 
and when he has born down all Oppoſition, 
and eſtabliſh'd himſelf, he in that Inſtant be- 
comes Rightful and Lawful : So that from the 
Beginning of the Enterprize to the Completion 
of it, or afterwards, he cannot be ſtil'd a U- 
ſurper ; and conſequently there never was ſuch 
a thing in the World as Uſurpation, notwith- 
ſtanding the Stir Men have made about it. 
The Opinion of that Right Reverend Prelate, 
who derives the Right of the Prince from the 
Conſent of his Subjects to be govern'd by him, 
is not half ſo ſhocking. 

And we are told, it is not only our Duty to 


ſubmit to the Powers in being, but for the 


4 and Intereſt of the World to do ſo: 
That it is highly conducive to the Good of 
Mankind, and the Honour of Almighty God, 
to ſubmit to every one who ſhall demand our 
Allegiance, when he has Power of his fide. 
Poſſibly this may be ſo in relation to Govern- 
ment ; but were this the Caſe of our private 
Fortunes, what Confuſion mult it create ? Were 
an Act of Parliament made, in order to pre- 
vent Law-ſuits, and all fooliſh Diſpates about 
Right and Wrong, That whoever by Force or 
Fraud could gain the Poſſeſſion of his Neigh- 
bour's Goods or Eſtate, ſhould from thence- 
forth be deemed the rightful Owner ; this, for 
ought I know might be a very healing Law, 


and give great Quiet and Satisfaction to ſome 


induſtrious Gentlemen: But would the gene- 
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n 
rality of the World be better eſtabliſh'd in 


their Poſſeſſions than they are at preſent ? 
Might we not rather expect to ſee our needy 
Neighbours, our very Servants, watching all 


Opportunities, taking all Advantages to diſ- 
poſſeſs or diſſeize the preſent Owners, when 
the very Fact, how barbarous ſoever, ſhould 
ſanctify the Deed, and Honour and Profit 
ſhould attend the Poſſeſſion? Would not this 


rather increaſe the Number of Adventurers, 


and would not Mens Poſſeſſions probably un- 


dergo more frequent Changes than at preſent, 
while the Laws oblige us to reſtore whatever 


has been unjuſtly gained? And ſurely it muſt 
be a melancholy Reflection to the Man who 
had thus acquir'd his Poſſeſſions, to think how 
precarious the Enjoyment muſt be, when by 
the very ſame Steps that he had gained them, 
by the very ſame or worſe might others take 
to deprive him of them again with Impunity. 
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